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ALBANY SNAKE RUN SKATEBOARD PARK — STATE REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES 

Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Heritage) [9.12 am]: I inform the house that I was in Albany 
recently to announce the inclusion of the Albany Snake Run Skateboard Park in the state Register of Heritage 
Places. Although this might seem an unusual inclusion for the state register, this 140-metre-long concrete track 
is, in fact, the oldest purpose-built skate park in Australia and the second oldest in the world. Of the 500-odd 
skate parks built around the world during the 1970s, only 30 still exist today. The oldest skate park is thought to 
be in New Zealand. 

The story behind this skate park is an inspirational one. In 1976 a group of Albany Senior High School students 
raised $3 000 in three months to build the skate park. The City of Albany was so impressed with the students’ 
enthusiasm that it donated $10 000 and the land on which the park was built. As such, it is thought to be the 
world’s first community-built skate park. 

The snake run rose to international prominence when the then United States and world skateboard champion, 
Russ Howell, described it as the best track he had ever seen, resulting in it becoming a model for other skate 
parks in the US. The Albany skate park went on to host Australia’s first National Skateboard Championship in 
1979. For skaters around the world, this park tells an important story about the history of their sport, which grew 
to become a global phenomenon and is still as popular as ever today. This was evident with the number of 
skaters—including Mr Howell, who returned—who participated in the fortieth anniversary celebrations of the 
skate park on 13 February. This fantastic community event was organised by the City of Albany, in partnership 
with the Perth International Arts Festival 2016 great southern program. 

The Albany Snake Run Skateboard Park is the first skate park to be heritage listed in Australia and only the 
third, and oldest, to be heritage listed in the world. I am proud to say that Western Australia is again leading the 
nation in the recognition of our heritage places. 
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